Pet overpopulation in the United States is a growing epidemic. Though there’s no way to know exactly how many stray animals are out there, it is generally believed that the number of strays are roughly equal to the number of owned pets (nearly 70 million dogs and even more cats.) Since most strays are not spayed or neutered, the population continues to grow exponentially.
Animal shelters such as Butte Humane Society in Chico, California have also seen an increase in surrendered animals – pets that an owner is unable or unwilling to continue caring for. The recent economic downturn has many people leaving the area or moving into a smaller home where they cannot have pets, and many more just can’t afford the expense of caring for their pets.

Spaying and neutering is often seen as a luxury instead of necessity. Irresponsible breeding practices also contribute greatly to pet overpopulation. Compounding the problem is the common view of companion animals as a disposable commodity. Most people enjoy their pets and develop some sort of bond with the animal, but this bond is becoming increasingly tenuous and expendable.

Because of this huge surplus of animals, shelters across America are forced to euthanize millions of animals every year because there are simply not enough homes for them. 

Butte Humane Society is a nonprofit organization that has worked since 1911 to provide and advocate humane treatment of animals. This shelter is unique in that it is an open admissions shelter, where animals are accepted regardless of age, breed, temperament, or physical condition, and the shelter also has a low-kill policy, which means there is no time limit on an animal’s stay and every attempt is made to place all adoptable animals in a permanent loving home. Butte Humane Society also acts as a rescue, taking in adoptable animals at risk for euthanasia at other high-kill shelters. All animals adopted from Butte Humane Society are spayed/neutered.
By adopting a homeless animal, you can help reduce overcrowding in shelters. To see the many wonderful animals currently up for adoption at Butte Humane Society, please visit www.buttehumane.org. 
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