Planned Giving to Your Local Animal Shelter
The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA), the Humane Society of the United States (HSUS), and the American Humane Association (AHA) are all independent national organizations that are not affiliated with each other, nor with the approximately 4,000 independent animal shelters in the United States. Though these national organizations do offer grants to animal welfare organizations, they do not provide regular funding to local SPCAs and humane societies. There is no federal or state funding provided for local animal shelters, who mostly survive on donations and program fees. If you care about helping your community’s homeless animals, your donations will be most effective if you give directly to the local organization responsible for sheltering services. 
Planned giving is a meaningful way to carry forward your compassion and concern for animals for years to come. Making a planned gift may also help you achieve specific financial goals, such as reducing or eliminating certain tax liability. 
The most straightforward planned giving option is to make a bequest in your will. Regardless of your age or financial status, a will ensures that your property is distributed according to your wishes. A bequest isn’t subject to Federal or estate taxes, and there’s no limit on the amount of the deduction. Charitable Remainder Trusts and Charitable Lead Trusts are more complex estate planning options but provide the donor greater flexibility. You may also consider naming the shelter as a beneficiary if you have a life insurance policy that’s no longer needed to provide for dependents. Some assets, such as IRAs, don’t pass directly through your will and require you to name a full or partial beneficiary. Such plans can be excellent choices for charitable gifting because they’re taxed more heavily than other assets—but by making the shelter the beneficiary, the full value of the account will pass to the shelter to benefit the animals. Another easy option is to buy a Certificate of Deposit (CD) at your local bank and name the shelter as the beneficiary. For more information on planned giving, please consult your attorney, estate planner, or policy provider.
Heather Schoeppach is the Executive Director of Butte Humane Society in Chico, California. She can be reached at (530) 894-9066 ext. 4 or via e-mail at heather@buttehumane.org. 
