Choosing The Right Pet

When you are ready for a new pet, it’s easy to fall in love with the first cute puppy or kitten you meet. The key to enjoying a healthy and satisfying relationship with your new pet is to realistically choose one whose needs and personality are most compatible with your lifestyle.
If most of your time is spent indoors at home, consider pets that are happy to stay with you in that environment. You may enjoy watching fish or reptiles, talking and singing along with a bird, or cuddling and playing with a cat or bunny. Small animals, fish, and birds are also recommended if you keep a very tidy house and want to avoid fur and footprints.

A dog might be the right choice for you if you’re more active and enjoy daily outdoor activities, especially walking or jogging. Dogs thrive on outdoor exercise, and there’s nothing quite as motivating as a dog ready for his morning walk! Plus, outings with your dog encourage social interactions with new people and fellow dog owners.
Many shelters or rescue groups have photos and descriptions of adoptable animals listed on their websites or at Petfinder.org, which allows you to browse listings and search nationwide for specific types of pets.
Some rescue groups, such as Seniors Saving Seniors, are devoted to finding homes for senior pets in shelters. Sadly, many senior pets are surrendered to shelters each year and often have a harder time finding a home.
Though many people opt for puppies when getting a new dog, senior adopters should consider the many benefits of adopting an older dog. As dogs age, they become calmer, their need for exercise decreases, and they’re generally more relaxed and open to affection. They’re more likely to be housebroken and walk well on a leash. Most importantly, they are so grateful to be back in a comfortable loving home that their appreciation will show in their love, devotion, and companionship for their new owner. Overall, senior dogs do very well with humans who are in the same stage of life. 
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