Pet Adoption is the Right Option

Pets are treasured as family members in millions of homes around the world. Many studies show that people who have pets tend to be happier, more independent and feel more secure than those without pets.
There are many factors to take into consideration when choosing your new pet. (More on this next month.) One of the first decisions you must make is how you will get your new pet. 

You may already be aware of the serious problem of pet overpopulation in the United States. Every year, an estimated six to eight million cats and dogs enter animal shelters, millions more are living as strays on the street, and thousands upon thousands of puppies and kittens are born as a result of unwanted breeding. That's why California law requires all animals adopted from shelters to be spayed or neutered, and many communities across the nation encourage spay/neuter in a variety of ways, such as lower  licensing fees for altered dogs.
This summer marks the beginning of a three year pet adoption campaign called The Shelter Pet Project, which will encourage Americans to make adoption from animal shelters and rescue groups their first choice. The goal is to eliminate the need for euthanasia of healthy or treatable pets in shelters. Is this possible? Let’s do the math:
Approximately three million healthy or treatable dogs and cats are put to sleep in shelters each year. Fourteen million people have adopted shelter pets already, and another 41 million people have indicated they're considering doing so. Of these 41 million "swing voters,” 17 million will bring a pet into their family in the next year.

If just three million of those 17 million do what they are already considering doing - get their new pet from a shelter - every treatable or healthy cat and dog in America will have found a home. 

As a nation we can solve the problems of pet overpopulation and unnecessary euthanasia in shelters, but only if we all act as responsible pet owners and open our minds, hearts and homes to shelter animals.

