Holiday Safety for Pets
During the holiday season, many people are focused on entertaining friends at home or traveling to visit family. But even in this most festive time of year, there are many considerations that must be made for the safety of pets in the household. 

Traditional decorations pose many hazards for your curious pets. Certain plants such as poinsettias and mistletoe are poisonous, so be sure to keep these plants out of reach or consider using artificial versions. Shiny decorations such as tinsel, glass ornaments and garlands are attractive to pets, but can be serious choking hazards. Keep these and electric decorations such as light strings out of range so pets are not tempted to chew or break them, or get tangled.
Feasts are fun for humans, but can also be harmful for pets. Never feed pets leftover bones, especially fish or poultry, as they can shatter and become a choking hazard. Other foods to avoid giving to pets include alcoholic beverages, fruit seeds and pits, chocolate, macadamia nuts, walnuts, coffee, tea, salt, and onions. If you own a pet bird, be sure to move it away from the kitchen area, as fumes released from non-stick cookware and self-cleaning ovens can be deadly.

With the high amount of commotion around the house during the holidays, animals can get very stressed. Try to keep pets in a quiet room or area of the house when guests are visiting. It is also very important to keep your pets on their regular feeding and exercise schedule as much as possible.
If you are traveling with your pets, make sure they are properly secured at all times when the vehicle is moving, whether it is a crate, carrier, or secured harness.  Identification tags should be on the animal at all times while traveling, in case they slip out or run away. Do not fly animals in the cargo area of airplanes unless absolutely necessary.
Heather Schoeppach is the Executive Director of Butte Humane Society, a 501(c)3 non-profit organization that has worked to provide and advocate humane treatment of companion and other animals since 1911.
