Save The Kittens!

Spring is here and love is in the air… bringing with it the time of year known as “kitten season.” The warm weather acts as a signal to cats to begin their breeding cycles, and because of the unseasonably early warmth this year (thank you, global warming!) it is expected that stray and unaltered cats may produce three litters this year instead of the usual two. 
With the fast and steady increase of kittens in the community every spring, shelters are soon inundated with pregnant cats, stray kittens, and kittens for which pet owners could not find homes. The simple fact is, there are not enough homes for the number of kittens born each summer. Further compounding the problem is that diseases spread very rapidly in young unvaccinated animals, and animal shelters struggle to keep ahead of deadly epidemics among the kitten population.
How can you help prevent the tragedies of pet overpopulation? Spay and neuter your cats NOW! Any unaltered cat allowed to roam outside, even briefly, will surely take part in the breeding cycle. If there are stray cats in your neighborhood, please help take responsibility for these animals by having them spayed or neutered, or by bringing them to your local shelter to be cared for. Your help WILL save lives! 
PAWS of Chico offers low-income assistance for spay/neuter of pets in the Chico area. To request an application, call (530) 895-2109. Butte County residents can also get financial assistance for spay/neuter through PAWS of Oroville, which also runs a low-cost spay/neuter clinic open to the public - call (530) 534-0900 for more information. Many other communities have PAWS organizations or low-cost spay/neuter clinics that can help make surgery affordable for all pet owners. Check with your local shelter for more information about low-cost spay/neuter options in your community.
Heather Schoeppach is the Executive Director of Butte Humane Society in Chico, a 501(c)3 non-profit organization dedicated to providing and advocating the humane treatment of animals. 

