Safe Summer Tips for Pets

With the warm weather upon us, it is time to start having fun outdoors with our furry friends. It's easy to forget that while taking pets on our fun-outings, they need special consideration. Here are some helpful tips to make sure you and your pet have a safe, fun-filled summer. 

Never leave your pet alone in a vehicle. Even a parked car with the windows cracked will heat up to dangerous levels within minutes, and can cause brain damage or death to your pet. As the sun shifts during the day, even parking in the shade can be deadly. Depending on severity, your local animal control or humane officer could issue you a ticket or even be forced to open your vehicle if the animal is near death.
Playtime should occur during mornings or evenings, when it’s cooler outside. Indoor playtime is most beneficial when the weather is humid or your pet has just had a meal.

If you’re hitting the beach or just hiking around town, protect your pet from skin damage by using sunscreen that is safe for animals (if it’s safe for kids, it’s likely safe for animals.) This is especially important for white or hairless animals and those with pink noses, which burn easily. 
To keep your pet cool, proper grooming is the best way to go. Shaving their fur down to one-inch (nothing lower, as this inhibits sun protection) and brushing often will help prevent overheating. As always, make sure your pet has cool, fresh water. If your pet spends time outdoors, make sure they have plenty of shade, and bring them inside during the heat of the day.
Become aware of the signs of overheating and heat stroke. These include excessive panting, lethargy and mild weakness, along with an elevated body temperature. To gently cool down pets, try giving cool baths, using fans, and applying rubbing alcohol to the pads of their paws (do not let them ingest it.) 
We hope you and your pet have a safe, fun summer! 

Butte Humane Society is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization that has worked to provide and advocate humane treatment of companion and other animals since 1911. Learn more at our website, www.buttehumane.org. 

