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is holiday season, I m happy to report that our organization has so much to be thankful
for in the past year. You may have noticed our sta and board of directors list has grown
even more since last edition! We welcome Helena Morales as our new health technician
and Katie Mauch as an animal care specialist. Both women previously worked at Oroville
Animal Health Center and bring great knowledge and enthusiasm to the shelter. And
were thrilled to have Kristen Staggs as our newest board member - her expertise in
marketing and public relations is priceless, and her dedicated teamwork and creative
strategies are already a vital component of the remarkable changes happening within our
organization. Shes also the one to thank for our spi y new website and billboards!

Back in early October, BHS held its rst Heroes For Animals dinner to recognize the hard
work of individuals and groups who help make this world a better place for our animal
friends. It was amazing to meet these people responsible for saving so many lives, through
the extraordinary accomplishments of local rescue groups as well as the concerted e orts
of North Valley Animal Disaster Group and others to save animals during the recent
wild res. Were so glad to see such love and dedication in our community.

In the last newsletter, we shared the story of Mercy, an abused kitten who needed expensive
surgery we usually cant a ord. (Look for her update on our Happy Tails page!) e
contributions of donors to our medical fund is especially precious because it allows us
to save an animal who might otherwise be euthanized. 1d like to pay tribute to one such
donor who has set up a medical fund to help such animals - thank you, Wendy Woods,
for your continued support of this organization and its animals in need. With an especially
tight budget this year, | invite more individuals and groups to follow her lead or consider
sponsoring a life-saving procedure such as heartworm treatment, typically around $400.

Many more have chosen to give the gift of time to the animals of our shelter. Our volunteer
program is thriving, with an average of over 60 active volunteers and 300+ hours logged
every month.  ats not even counting the round-the-clock care of our precious foster
volunteers. And more community members and groups are getting involved and making
adi erence in their own unique ways. We appreciate their work and encourage more to
do the same! For more information on community projects bene ting the shelter, please
turn to our Giving page.

Last but not least, we at BHS are thankful for you: the adopters, advocates, supporters
and friends who read our newsletter, stay informed, celebrate our successes and help lift
us up in times of crisis. We have a favorite quote here at the shelter, and its by Mohandas
Gandhi: e greatness of a nation and its moral progress can be judged by the way
its animals are treated. is is a time of great change in America, and here at BHS
we have answered the call to improve our standards of care and become the community
resource and advocate that companion animals so desperately need. ey are powerless to
help themselves, and we cant help them without the support of our community. Please
join us in caring for these innocent and deserving animals by supporting BHS in any
way possible. Whether its with time, money, goods & services, or simply taking the
time to educate others on spay/neuter or the positive work of BHS, every bit matters.
Change is here, but we need your help to keep it going! I welcome your thoughts,
suggestions, and inquiries... please feel free to contact me at 530-894-9066 ext. 4 or via
e-mail at heather@buttehumane.org.

Heather Schoeppach, Executive Director

D Y K ough we primarily take in animals from the Chico
area, when space permits we also rescue animals slated for euthanasia at other
shelters. In 2008, we took in more than 130 animals from all over California!







