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MISSOURI DOGFIGHTING RESCUE DOGS TO COME TO BUTTE HUMANE SOCIETY 
(CHICO, CA)     Eleven American pit bull terriers rescued from the largest dogfighting raid in US history will be given a new chance at life by the Butte Humane Society beginning this Sunday. 

These dogs and about 500 more have been under the care of the Humane Society of Missouri’s  emergency shelter in St. Louis since being seized in the July 8 raid.  Many are coming to the West Coast via a transport truck provided by Best Friends Animal Sanctuary, which left St. Louis on Thursday morning and are scheduled to arrive in Sacramento on Saturday. Other groups from as far as Portland, Oregon, are coming to pick up dogs from this transport.
“We were contacted by HSMO about taking in some of these dogs because of our past involvement in rescue work, as well as our knowledge of and positive work with pit bulls,” said Heather Schoeppach, Butte Humane Society’s executive director. “Though we’re short on space and resources at our shelter, we hope the animal lovers in our community will step up to help these victims of abuse and neglect. They deserve a new life and we are here to give it to them.” 
At the Missouri shelter, the dogs are given the much-needed attention and medical care they were previously deprived of, and they are tested by a national team of certified animal behaviorists before being placed with other organizations for foster and adoption.  
The rescued dogs will be available for adoption from Butte Humane Society after a mandatory six week foster period, in which they will live in foster homes and undergo further behavioral and medical evaluations. While they cannot be adopted during this six week period, applications for adoption will be accepted during this time.  Photos and descriptions of each of the rescued dogs will be available on the Butte Humane Society website, www.buttehumane.org, soon after their arrival.

Since eight of the eleven dogs coming to Chico are puppies, the shelter is requesting donations of puppy chew toys to help keep them busy and happy in their foster homes. Monetary donations are also appreciated, to help pay for food and any additional medical care.

Despite some assumptions that these rescued dogs may make unsuitable pets, they are not vicious or dangerous animals and are just as loving and friendly as other companion dogs.  The dogs are simply in need of a loving, permanent home.

###

Butte Humane Society is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization that has worked to provide and advocate humane care of companion and other animals since 1911.
